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The Osborn School District
Educational Foundation
(OSDEF) has four successful
signature programs:



KidsRead



Teacher Mini-Grants



Sports Programs



Requests for Funding

OSDEF has donated a set of
books appropriately named The
Radtke Collection to each of
the Osborn Schools in honor of
Mrs. Maxine Radtke’s long and
distinguished service as an Osborn District Governing Board
Member since 1990. She did not
seek re-election in 2020. Her
focus was always on improving
student achievement. She wanted every child to become an
effective, life-long learner and
reader.

them have an important lesson for
children— from the importance of
re-cycling, to disability doesn’t
mean inability, to persistence and
the environmental benefits of cycling.
K-6 schools received five
picture books and Osborn Middle

Because Mrs. Radtke was a role
model for improving health and
fitness and protecting our environment as evidenced by riding
her bike everywhere she went—
including every board meeting
over her 30 year tenure—the
books selected were about bikes
and their impact on the environment.
Several of them are
award winning books and all of

School two challenging reads
for bike lovers on the history of
cycling. All have a book plate
honoring Mrs. Radtke’s service,
designed and printed by Core
Construction, a district vendor.
Children are sure to enjoy!

Mrs. Maxine Radtke

THANK YOU CORE CONSTRUCTION & PHOENIX WEST ROTARY
It is with deep appreciation and gratitude that OSDEF accepts a check for $6,000 from Phoenix West
Rotary Foundation to support Teacher Mini Grants. The club foundation has been a
loyal supporter of the mini-grant program since 2014.
OSDEF is also extremely grateful for the financial support of CORE Construction who
has been a generous sponsor for The Teacher of the Year program. With the cancellation of the 2020-21 program due to COVID, they continued their support with a
check for $ 5,000 to support the Foundation’s signature programs.

OSBORN SCHOOL DISTRICT EDUCATIONAL FOUNDATION
The mission of the Osborn School District Educational Foundation is to encourage innovation, promote healthy campuses and support creative experiences in and out of the Osborn
School District classroom. Osborn School District Educational Foundation provides support
and funding to supplement traditional funding sources to insure that all Osborn students have a comprehensive educational experience regardless of their socioeconomic status.

FOUNDATION PROGRAMS HELP MAKE A DIFFERENCE
The Osborn School District Educational Foundation supports innovation in education through mini-grants in amounts up to and
including $300. These grants are funded by the Rotary Club of Phoenix West in honor of former superintendent Dr. Wilma Basnett. The
grants are to be used by teachers and staff for educational opportunities involving students.





OSDEF goals are to support programs that:
Improve students’ physical and mental health
Enhance literacy, math, science and the arts
Provide innovation and enhancement of education
Teachers and staff follow these same guidelines for Requests for Funding (RFF) when projects exceed $300. Staff may submit requests for funding for both mini-grants and RFF
twice a year, spring and fall.
So what can teachers do with students for as little as $300? Below are brief descriptions of the latest programs funded.

MINI GRANTS APPROVED FOR SPRING 2021
OSDEF approved five Spring Teacher Mini-Grants totaling $1,280 for staff members at Encanto and Longview.
Despite restrictions caused by COVID, these five creative teachers found ways to enhance student learning both while classes
were apart and when classes resume on campus. Congratulations
to these staff members.

Longview Sensory Room—Samantha Wright, Longview
K-4 Resource Teacher, worked with her occupational therapist
to turn a former in-school suspension room into a sensory
room to promote positive behaviors with the purchase of a
Trampoline and Cuddle Swing.

Valentine’s Day Pen Pals—Desiree Barnett at Encanto
focused both on writing and addressing concerns of students being unable to connect with each other during the pandemic by
supplying materials to make and send Valentine’s to classmates.

Greenhouse and National Junior Gardeners—Mark
Deyette, Encanto’s Physical Education Teacher, added a
greenhouse to Encanto gardens and purchased a National Junior
Master Gardener Curriculum to teach gardening lessons and
activities to students.

Spanish Book Set for Encanto Dual Language Students—
Cristina Chavez provided each of her kindergarteners with
three bilingual books delivered to their homes to keep quality
reading materials in their hands during the pandemic.

Safe Place Trauma Sensory Supports—Melinda Riddle
Encanto PreK-3 used her funds to purchase materials like
balance seating and fidget kits to support skills of students regulating their emotions using these materials.

SPRING DEADLINES FOR REQUEST FOR FUNDING APPROACHING
Staff members with ideas for creative projects meeting the guidelines outlined above and requiring funding
in amounts in excess of $300 may apply for Requests for Funding (RFF). These funds will be used to implement projects during the fall of 2021.
Special consideration is given to requests that are submitted by or on behalf of the School Leadership Team
or Site Council, demonstrate collaboration or impact across an entire grade level or school, are sustainable
beyond a single project or school year, and show evidence that the individual/s submitting the grant is/are seeking other funding
sources. This is particularly important for requests over $2,000.
Request for Funding Deadlines
March 31
Applications Out
May 3
RFF Applications Due
May 11
RFF Applications Approved
May 14
RFFs Announced

EXCEPTIONAL EDUCATOR AND VIRTUAL FUNDRAISER—MAY 3-7
Wow! How time flies. The Exceptional Educator Virtual Event is a little over a month away – Starting May 3rd! Have you purchased your
(raffle) tickets yet? The OSDEF board looks forward to celebrating alongside each of you the incredible work educators and administrators within the Osborn School District have done this past year. Although the virtual event is free to join, with the purchase of a (raffle) ticket, your name
will be included in our drawing to win one of the amazing prizes from our generous sponsors – including an Apple Watch, gift cards and more!
Check out the links below:

Donate Now Link - https://secure.givelively.org/donate/osborn-school-district-educational-foundation-inc/exceptionaleducator-virtual-event-sponsors
Ticket & Sponsorship Link - https://secure.givelively.org/event/osborn-school-district-educational-foundationinc/exceptional-educator-virtual-event-eeve/osdef-celebrates-exceptional-educators

YOUR SUPPORT IS STILL NEEDED FOR KidsRead!

KidsRead, one of our signature programs since 1996, puts books in the hands of
third graders, most of whom have few reading materials in their homes. We know
that quality books for children’s home libraries help grow life-long readers! There
are five book distributions per year (in non-pandemic years); children who participate in each distribution end up with five books to call their very own and to share
with younger siblings. The OSDEF Board hopes you will consider assisting in funding this successful long-standing OSDEF program.
There is an option for everyone—from being a Supporter at $10 that will supply a
book for one child for one of the five KidsRead distributions to a Book Buddy for
$50 to supply five books for one child, that is, a book for each of the five distributions. For a $100 donation, you will join
the Circle of Friends and adopt two students for the year or a $300 gift will support a whole class by supplying a book for
each child for one distribution. For a gift of $1,500 you can be a member of the Circle of Friends who adopt an entire class
for five distributions. Know that any level of support is appreciated. In addition, we ask that you consider joining our Legacy Circle by remembering OSDEF in your will or trust, leaving a lasting legacy to the Foundation to provide books for children in years to come.

OSDEF LEVELS OF GIVING TO SUPPORT KidsRead
SUPPORTER

BOOK BUDDY

$10

$50

1 book
1 student
1 event

5 books
1 student
5 distributions

CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
$100
10 books
2 students
5 distributions

LEGACY CIRCLE*

$300

$1,500

Any amount

30 books
1 class
1 event

150 books
1 class
5 distributions

Specify OSDEF as a beneficiary in your will or trust.

Figures based on $10 per book/estimating 30 students per class/5 book distributions/year
Dollar amounts may be designated for KidsRead or to General Fund to be used as needed by OSDEF.
*Individuals may opt to be a Legacy Circle member in addition to being a Supporter, Book Buddy or a member
of our Circle of Friends.
NOTE:

ALL funds go directly to programs that support staff and students; OSDEF members are all volunteers so there are
little or no administrative costs.

Please give this proposal serious thought and consider making a donation to KidsRead in an amount that is meaningful to you.
You can donate by check or credit card per the following payment options:
Send your check with the envelope marked, Support for KidsRead to:
The Osborn School District Educational Foundation
P.O. Box 40575
Phoenix, Arizona 58067-0575
OR
Use your credit card to make a contribution via our secure website here or go to
https://secure.givelively.org/donate/osborn-school-district-educational-foundation-inc/KidsReaed
Remember, the Osborn School District Educational Foundation is a tax exempt nonprofit organization under Section
501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and that every dollar you donate goes directly to the program for children.
On behalf of all the third grade students now and in the future who will benefit from your generosity, please accept our sincere thanks for considering a donation.

